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Annual Meeting Registration Deadline is June 8 


Sign up now to attend the Southeast REFLECTING 
Conference Annual Meeting. ON OUR PAST 


Some exciting parts of this year's Annual 
Meeting you do not want to miss: 


e Youth Programing 

e Rev. Traci Blackmon will be with us 

e Opportunities to learn more about 
Montgomery 

e Great Worship 

e Opportunity to connect with others 
around the Conference 

e Zoom opportunities to connect if 
Montgomery is a little too far away 


New this year- Child Care will be offered for 
the first time. The whole family is welcome and make new friends 


We hope you can join us in Montgomery, June 24th-25th, 2022! Register 
Today!!! 


More details and registration info here: https://www.secucc.org/news-and- 
events/annual-meeting-2022/ 


News from the Conference Office 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=37cc41b5a1 Page 1 of 10 


SECUCC Conference Connection: June 1, 2022 2/20/23, 5:17 PM 


Repair and Restore 
by Rev. Kim Wood 


| never knew what clarity exploring the word 
“breach” could bring to my understanding of life 
in our nation. When | read “breach,” | thought 
“crack” or “break.” But there is so much more to it 
than that! Synonyms that include violation and 
rupture, betrayal, infringement, rupture, and 
estrangement appeared on my screen when | 
reviewed it in a thesaurus. These words, so much 
more violent and disruptive than a simple crack in 
a wall, project the harsh reality of life in the U.S. 
today. We are living in the throes of a horrific 
breach, and we cannot ignore it. 


; 
uk 


Mass shootings are becoming frequent occurrences in our country. 
Tragedies such as the racially motivated shootings in Buffalo, NY and 
Laguna Woods, CA, and the mass murder of 19 children and 2 staff 
members at Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, TX just a week ago shine a 
blinding light on the fissure that has broken wide open, swallowing up 
integrity and compassion and leaving self-interest and greed to rule the 
day. Many who profess to be servants of God and disciples of Jesus hide 
behind stone faces and righteous indignation when challenged to take 
measures to ebb the flow of weapons available and so easily obtained. 
Dollars and power have squared off against the value of human lives, and 
the stakes are high! 


In the 5g" chapter of the book of Isaiah, God sends the prophet forth to 
address false religious practices. At the center God's directive is the root 
issue of people observing religious practices for selfish gain, even as they 
ignore the basic needs of humanity. Devotion to God that is mostly for 
show, the prophet tells them, is not devotion at all. Loving God by loving 
God's beloved is key. When the people of God turn from selfishness to 
selflessness, “Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the 
foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
the restorer of streets to live in.” (Isaiah 58:12 - NRSVUE) 


As we contemplate, both individually and together, how we will ebb the 
flow of life bleeding from our communities, | invite you to click on this link 
to read the words Conference Minister Rev. Phil Hodson shared with the 
churches of the South Central Conference, UCC, as they grieved following 
the shooting in Ulvalde: https://sccucc.org/article/waiting-on-a-miracle/ . 
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God has invited us into an active love and a very real discipleship as Jesus 
followers. There is no room for false practices or passive disregard. We 
have been called to repair and restore what is so systematically and 
systemically being worn down and torn apart. May God provide courage 
and strength and a mighty dose of determination for what lies ahead. 
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March for Our Lives Invitation 


by Heather Fosburgh, Assoc. Conference Minister 


The organization, March for Our Lives has announced another March in 
Washington DC coupled with Marches around the Country scheduled for 
June 11 th, 2022. Many of our cities here in the Southeast Conference will 
have marches June 11 th as well, including Atlanta, Nashville, Birmingham, 
Huntsville, Chattanooga, Knoxville, Jackson, Columbia, Charleston, and 
Greenville as well as a number of smaller communities. | will be going to the 
March in Atlanta beginning at Ebenezer Baptist Church as Atlanta is my 
closest town. | want to invite you and other members of your churches to 
join me at whatever march works for you. Gun violence is an epidemic that 
has been hurting our communities for far too long. Search here to find a 
march near you. 


Never heard of March for Our Lives? March For Our Lives in an organization 
created in the days following the Mass Shooting at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida. The organization and the 
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movement is led by the Youth and Young Adults who have grown up in the 
Shadow of gun violence. They believe “we cannot allow one more person to 
be killed by senseless gun violence. We cannot allow one more person to 
experience the pain of losing a loved one. We cannot allow one more family 
to wait for a call or a text that never comes. We cannot allow the 
normalization of gun violence to continue. We must create a safe and 
compassionate nation for all of us.” The first March for Our Lives march in 
2018 had hundreds of marches across the country as well as a massive 
march in Washington DC. Since then, the organization has been busy 
working towards voter mobilization and legislative change. Learn more 
about their work here: https://marchforourlives.com/ 


Clergy Zoom Connections for June 


e An Hour of Conversations and Prayer 
Tuesday, 17, 24, 31 - 11:00 a.m. Eastern (10:00 a.m. 
Central); Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/479440102 

e Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 
Thursday, May 19 - 1:00 p.m. Eastern (12:00 noon Central) 
20 minutes of meditation with Celtic harp. Silent prayer and reflection 
following if desired, facilitated by Rev. Jean Norton. 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/96976838422 

e Especially for Specialized Ministers 
Tuesday, May 24 - 9:30 a.m. Eastern (8:30 a.m. Central) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/354744689 


Community 


Prayer List 
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We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2022. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of June 5 


Virginia Highland Church; Atlanta, Georgia 

Members in Discernment and Persons in Exploration 
Vaughn Crowe Tipton 

Adrian Boone 

Ray Speller 


Week of June 12 


e Union UCC; Tougaloo, Mississippi 
e Dorinda Broadnax 

e John Gill 

e jean Norton 

e Katie O’Dunne 


Churches in Transition 


First Congregational, Montgomery AL; First Congregational, Savannah GA; 
Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Holy Trinity Community Church, 
Nashville TN; First United Church, Belvidere TN; Pleasant Hill Community 
Church, Pleasant Hill TN; Peace Congregational, Clemson SC; Deer Lodge 
Congregational Church, Deer Lodge TN; Brookemeade Congregational, 
Nashville TN 


News from our Local Congregations 


Ministry Scholarships Available from Pilgrim Church 
Chattanooga 


The Milnes Fund of Pilgrim Congregational Church, UCC, was established in 
1996 through a bequest from Jack and Marjory Milnes to provide 
scholarships for individuals studying to become ministers in the United 
Church of Christ. 


To apply for a scholarship, please submit the following: 
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—_ 


current curriculum vita and 
2. cover letter which: 


e includes a statement of ministerial philosophy; 

e outlines future hopes/plans for ministry in the United Church of 
Christ; 

e describes financial need; and 

e provides three references, including one from your pastor. 


Award amount may be up to $5,000. The application should be submitted 
by August 1, 2022 for the first semester and should be sent 

to Mail@Pilgrim-Church.com. In the subject line please put Attn: Milnes 
Scholarship or Ministry Commission Chair, Pilgrim Congregational Church, 
UCC, 400 Glenwood Drive, Chattanooga, TN 37404. Phone: 423-698- 

5682. For additional information, you may contact Pilgrim Church. 


News from the Wider Church 


UCC Summit to Address the Post-Pandemic Church 


Registration is now open for The 
Space Between: The Emerging 
Church in a Post-Pandemic World, 
A Summit to be held by the United _— y 
Church of Christ National Setting —s 
September 19-21, 2022 virtually >a 

and on site in St. Louis, MO. The 

summit, designed to bring together > 
creative minds to architect a future 

for the church in a post-pandemic 2 ote 
world, is open to clergy and laity vw, ) POST-PAI RC 
across the UCC. If you are 
interested in participating in this 
exciting event, go to a Settee 2,20 bale, m 
https://cvent.me/2EGnL1. =} UINE= on SELOUI M i © ve «se 
Registration is now open! i 


m the pandemic. 


Trainings and Conferences 
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Our Whole Lives Online Training Opportunity 


In conjunction with the Unitarian Universalist Association, the UCC is now 
offering limited online Our Whole Lives/Sexuality and Our Faith trainings. 
This is a wonderful opportunity for folks looking for the ability to train 
without needing to travel. These trainings are accessible via Zoom and an 
online platform and cost less than most in-person trainings. There are 8 
spots left for these upcoming trainings. 


The trainings each take place over a 3-week period and require some online 
work before the training begins and some work in between twice weekly 
synchronous sessions. The cost is $250 per person. In addition, each 
participant needs access to OWL and Sexuality and Our Faith manuals; if 
they need to purchase these, we offer a 20% discount to UCC people taking 
OWL trainings. They would contact Amy Johnson at JohnsonA@ucc.org for 
the discount code. 


There are two trainings for OWL/Sexuality and Our Faith for Grades 7-9/10- 
12 happening in July. The dates and links to apply for registration for this 
training and future online trainings are here: https://www.ucc.org/what-we- 
do/justice-local-church-ministries/justice/health-and-wholeness-advocacy- 
ministries/sexuality-and-our-faith/justice_sexuality-education_training- 
schedule/ Deadline to sign up is June 6, 2022. 


JUNE 8 & 9 2022 


wed & thu 
noon- 9:30 pm est 


worship & workshops 
colleague connections 
time for renewal 


A New Turn: Hybrid Faith Formation 
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What is hybrid faith formation? How can we do it better andina 
sustainable way? How can creativity help us unlock new ideas and extend 
our reach? How do we care for ourselves and lead well through times of 
transition? Join colleagues from across the country on June 8 & 9, 2022 to 
explore, learn, connect, worship, and renew during AUCE's second virtual 
national event. This conference will offer 6 interactive and engaging 
workshops (you can register for 1, 3, or all 6) led by colleague experts and 
tailored to the needs of faith formation leaders for today. In addition, all 
are invited to participate in creative worship, self-care practices, and two 
colleague connection sessions for networking, encouragement, and 
Sharing. Register Online. 


9022 


Southern Regional 
Women’s Retreat 


> UCC 


2022 Southern Region Women's Retreat 


“God of Mystery - Spirit of Hope” is the theme of this year's retreat, 
held October 14 - 16, 2022 at Camp Weed & Cerveny Conference Center in 
Live Oak, Florida. 


The retreat will be held in a beautiful northern Florida setting on a small 
lake, the same location where we met in 2013. It has a lovely chapel 
looking out on the water, nice two-bed rooms with private baths, an 
inspiring outdoor patio area with rocking chairs overlooking the lake, a 
large dining room with great food, and trails through the woods. A perfect 
spot to retreat from our everyday lives. 


If you value camaraderie, making new friends and reconnecting with old 
ones, learning new skills, and listening to God in a natural setting you will 
want to join us for the weekend. More details 

at uccfla.org/floridauccwomen. 
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Conference Calendar 


June 7 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


June 9 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EDT 
Board of Directors Meeting 


June 14 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


June 16 @ 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm EDT 
Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


June 16 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm EDT 
Commission on Ministry Meeting 


June 21 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


June 24 - June 25 
SEC UCC 56th Annual Meeting 


June 28 @ 9:30 am - 11:00 am EDT 
Zoom Conversation for Specialized Ministers 


June 28 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events/ 


Contact Us 


Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; kwood@secucc.org 


Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosburgh@secucc.org 


Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.org 
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Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@secucc 
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